ire reshuter 
Outlook 


Vol. 128 RICHMOND 19, VA., MAY 13, 1946 














The Day of Our Visitation’ « 


HE MISSIONARY HISTORY of our church begins in a time of 
! conflict. That was a great day in December, 1861, when, 
harrassed on every side and amid the confusion of war, she 
announced to all the world the supreme mission to which she dedi- 
cated her life. In a memorable declaration that has since become 
classic, our first Assembly issued the following manifesto: ““The Gen- 
eral Assembly desires distinctly and deliberately to inscribe on our 
church’s banner as she now first unfurls it to the world, in immediate 
connection with the Headship of her Lord, his last command: ‘Go ye 
into all the world and preach the gospel to every creature;’ regarding 
this as the end of her organization, and obedience to it as the in- 
dispensable condition of her Lord’s promised presence.” ; 
{The greatest test that ever confronted the Christian Church is be- 
as us. Weare facing.the supreme hour of need and of opportunity. 
It is ours to decide whether we move forward into a new understand- 
ing of our Gcd’s purposes and new achievement through faith and 
endeavor, or, preoccupied by lesser things and faithless in our God- 
given mission, we allow the day of our visitation to pass. God grant 
that this hour may mark the beginning of an epoch in foreign mis- 
sions, an era of new obedience to the Great Commission which is still 
the charter of the church.—From the report of the Executive Committee of 
Foreign Missions to the 1946 General Assembly. 
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Letters to the Editors 





Dr. Campbell Urges Christian Relations Dept. 





Followers of Calvin 
To the Editors: 


- . I am heartily in favor of the 
recommendation to the General Assembly 
that we set up a Department of Christian 
Relations, with a fulltime executive sec- 
retary (THE PRESBYTERIAN OUTLOOK 
April 22, May 6). I believe that the church 
as “the light of the world” is commis- 
sioned to cast its light on all that is dark 
in the social and moral life of the world, 
and as “the salt of the earth” to seek to 
sterilize and heal the diseases of society 
by proclaiming the gospel and expounding 
and applying the teachings of our Lord 
Jesus Christ. 

In this we are followers of Calvin rather 
than Luther... . 
ROBERT F. CAMPBELL. 
Asheville, N. C. 


More Signers 
To the Editors: 


Please sign our names to the “Appeal 
to the Church” seeking the establishment 
of this greatly needed Department of 
Christian Relations (May 6): 

THOMAS H. HAMILTON, Minister, 

Kinston, N. C. 

HORTENSE PRUITT, 

N. C. 
GRAHAM G. LACY, Graduate Student, 
Union Theological Seminary. 
JAMES LEWIS HOWE, Professor, 
Washington and Lee University, 
Lexington, Va. 


DRE, Kinston, 


‘‘What Does Christ Get?’’ 


To the Editors: 


Let me thank you for the “mountain 
peak” editorial in your April 22 issue, 
not because we in Oklahoma would be on 
next year’s business chop block (I have 
no fear whatever that the members of 
our church will support Home Missions 
merely on a mathematical basis!), but be- 
cause it reveals, especially in the last two 
paragraphs, the throbbing heart of Chris- 
tlanity as it is seldom revealed. 

You have pointed out, I believe, the 
main obstacle in the path of the southern 
branch of our Church on its way toward 
closing the gaping wound made 85 years 
ago, by pointing up the significance of 
the quoted title: “What Do We Get Out 
Of It?” If we could change our attitude 
to, “What does the world, and Christ, get 
out of it?” I believe the wound would soon 
be healed. 

The same Lord who prayed for unity 
among his followers declared: “Whoever 
would be great among you must be your 
servant, and whoever would be first 
among you must be slave of all. For the 
Son of man also came not to be served 
but to serve, and to give his life as a 
ransom for many.” Let this be the basis 
of our decision as to whether the proposed 
reunion shall be consummated, or whether 
again it shall be manifested that “the 
sons of this world are wiser in their own 
generation than the sons of light”! 

R. B. SPIVEY. 
Madill, Okla. 


Instructed Commissioners 
To the Editors: 

One of the churches of Potomac Presby- 
tery, through its session, sent the follow- 
ing resolution to the Presbytery of Poto- 
mac, meeting on April 23, 1946: 
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“Resolved, That the Session of 
Church declare itself in favor of the con- 
summation of the proposed reunion as 
soon as practicable and direct its repre- 
sentative to the spring meeting of the 
Presbytery of Potomac to request the 
presbytery to send to the 1946 meeting of 
the General Assembly of the Presbyterian 
Church in the United States commissioners 
who are known to be in favor of the con- 
summation of the proposed reunion as 
soon as practicable.” 





To this, the presbytery replied as fol- 
lows: “The communication of the 
Church has been read with much interest. 
The presbytery does not feel that it should 
bind its commissioners to vote in any 
particular manner on any question pre- 
sented to the Assembly.” 

If other church sessions have made a 
similar request of their presbytery, and 
the presbyteries have granted the request, 
the result ig to “pack” the General As- 
sembly with commissioners who have 
made up their minds on this important 
question before any discussion in this As- 
sembly. So far as this matter is con- 
cerned, there would seem to be no reason 
for the cost and trouble of a meeting of 
the Assembly. 

The writer has known polls to be taken 
without previous discussion, some of the 
questions being equivocal, and the deduc- 
tions made from them therefore in error. 

Surely it is not consistent with the 
genius of Presbyterian government for 
presbyteries to instruct their commission- 
ers to the Assembly. 


THOMAS W. HOOPER. 





Culpeper, Va. 


EDITORS’ NOTE—Dr. Hooper is quite 
right about the error of binding commis- 
sioners to the Assembly. However, unless 
there was more to the request of the ses- 
sion than he has quoted, we fail to see in 
it any request that commissioners be in- 
structed or bound. 


On Negro Education 
To the Editors: 


In the April 22 issue of THE OUTLOOK 
the Rev. Mr. H. iE. Carter brings to our 
attention the sad state of affairs at Still- 
man Institute. He asks, “What does the 
church think of the education of its Ne- 
gro constituency?” While I cannot pre- 
sume to speak for the church, I can ex- 
press my persona] opinion. I believe our 
whole historical attitude toward Negro 
work should be cause for humble and sin- 
cere repentance. The conditions now pre- 
vailing press for an immediate attempt at 
solution. 

Adopting both a business-like and a 
Christian attitude (they need not be con- 
tradictory!) the following seems to me to 
offer the most efficient approach to the 
whole matter of Negro education: The 
Presbyterian Church, U. S., through its 
various agencies, owns and controls four- 
teen colleges, six junior colleges, four 
theological seminaries, one training 
school, and at least several high schools. 
These educational institutions generally 
are well equipped and efficiently staffed. 
But they are open only to white students. 
Instead of expending large sums on other 
institutions specially for Negroes, it would 
be far better to open the facilities of our 
existing schools to the use of Negro stu- 
dents. In this way, they would be given 
advantages immeasurably above those 
now offered them, at relatively little added 
expense to our church, 

I sincerely believe that this should be 
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our goal. No doubt there are many obsta.- 
cles, not least of which will be raised by 
some from among our own constituency. 
{But by al] that is just and righteous and 
Christ-like, we must work toward the re- 
moval of all such obstacles, and the cause 
of our justly deserved shame. 
ARCH B. TAYLOR, JR. 

Buffalo Valley, Tenn. 





The Gwynn Report 
To the Editors: 


Your April 29th issue with the report 
of the Assembly’s ad interim committee 
on Negro work to hand. I read it avidly. 
It rejoices my soul. It is superb, a mas- 
terpiece. It is a nearly perfect as a deli- 
cate matter like this can be. It gives 
praise where this is due. It places the 
blame for tragic situations where it be- 
longs. It suggests remedies which, if car- 
ried out, will bring the dawn of a brighter 
day to our Negro constituency. 

The Negroes will support such a pro- 
gram. The church should welcome it. The 
church will respond to its tremendous 
challenges. If the report is disapproved, 
or even toned down, by the Assembly the 
death blow to future progress will have 
been given, and we shall have to write 
Ichabod upon the door of all our hopes. 
Surely, Dr. Gwynn and his committee came 
to the kingdom for such a time as this. 
They have performed a noble service. May 
God see to it that this report does not 
fail of its purposes. 

I cannot give as hearty support to your 
editorial. With the most of it I am in 
accord. But I cannot approve your sug- 
gestion that we turn over to other denom- 
inations the training of our Negro min- 
isters. I do not believe the Negroes wish 
this. We have no right to evade our re- 
sponsibility in this. If our church can 
support, as it does, four seminaries for 
its white constituency, surely it can and 
should support one seminary for its Ne- 
groes. There is a great field for it. 

I like everything about the ad interim 
report. I appreciate especially the final 
strong plea for prayer. May we not all 
pray earnestly that God will guide our 
Assembly in such a way as to glorify his 
name and forward his work for the Ne- 
groes through our beloved church? 

ROBT. D. BEDINGER. 


Jackson, Miss. 


EDITORS’ NOTE—Dr. Bedinger misun- 
derstands our suggestion. It is not that 
we turn over this work to others but that 
before we establish the sort of Negro 
seminary which would be required, we 
investigate fully the possibility of a co- 
operative arrangement with existing semi- 
naries, either with other Presbyterians 
or in conjunction with the four seminaries 
we now have. 


Chaplains’ Return 


To the Editors: 





The discovery of your paper has 
been one of the pleasant experiences of 
my return to civilian life. Enclosed is 
check for my subscription to begin imme- 
diately. I would be glad to receive any 
back numbers you have on hand. Am also 
enclosing payment for the pamphlet re- 
prints of the articles by Dr, Foreman. 

Best wishes for your continued success 
in giving us a really good church paper. 
VANCE BARRON. 
Meridian, Miss. 


More Letters p.15 
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Assembly Asked to 
Adopt New Program 


For Home Missions 


Five-Year $2,575,000 Plan Is 
Projected ; Stillman Policies Listed 


With several parts of its report com- 
peting for first place in importance, 
the Executive Committee of Home 
Missions is outlining for the forthcom- 
ing General Assembly, according to in- 
structions of last year, ‘‘A Program of 
Advance” looking toward the next 
twenty-five years. This program, dur- 
ing the next five years, calls for more 
appropriate training of home mission- 
aries, more adequate provision for them 
through better salaries, the develop- 
ment of Stillman Institute along lines 
recommended by a special committee 
from the University of Alabama, $10,- 
000 a year for five years for Snedecor 
Memorial Synod church buildings, $15,- 
000 a year for five years for Indian, 
Mexican, mountain and foreign lan- 
guage work, $15,000 a year for five 
years for five mission schools, a $100,- 
000 remodeling program for home mis- 
sion churches and other measures. 

The committee is asking that $100,- 
000, per year be set aside toward the 
establishment of a half-million dollar 
Revolving Extension Fund for use in 
large centers of population in getting 
new church organizations under way. 

The committee’s program includes 
the early employment of a field secre- 
tary and, in connection with the long- 
range goals, it urges the provision of 
25 lay workers in certain areas of the 
church. 


$2,575,000 Program 


With a $2,575,000 five-year program 
projected, the committee stresses a need 
of $515,000 per year for capital ‘out- 
lays, and $129,750 for increase in sup- 
porting income. 

An “Abstract of Statement Concern- 
ing Purposes and Policies of Stillman 
Institute, Adopted by the Board of 
Trustees, March 28, 1926,’ takes up 
seven pages of the committee’s report 
to the Assembly, outlining the funda- 
mental objectives of Stillman. Im- 
mediate steps to be taken include: 
(1) Filling each vacancy or opening on 
the faculty ‘“‘with the type of person 
who, on the basis of an adequate salary 
and favorable conditions for teaching, 
will tend to remain at Stillman’’; to 
create the position of dean of the In- 





Poll Is Closed 


Final tabulation of the opinion of 
Southern Presbyterian ministers (in- 
cluding seminary students) and 
many elders throughout the church 
on the question of the reunion of the 
Presbyterian Churches, US and USA, 
reveals the following vote: 

1. I favor reunion as soon as prac- 
ticable—37%. 

2. I favor reunion but not while 
there is any considerable protesting 
minority—34%. 

3. I oppose reunion—29 %. 

(See Editorial, page 8.) 











stitute; to provide an additional officer 
known by some such title as ‘‘Adminis- 
trative Assistant to the President and 
Treasurer.” 


The Home Missions Emergency Fund 
Campaign for the year is reported to 
have realized a larger amount than in 
any previous year with a total for the 
four years of $1,071,814.29. Of this, 
$325,000 has been allocated to the 
executive committee, and, deducting 
expenses of the four campaigns, $714,- 
804.04 has been made available for 
emergency projects. - In view of having 
fallen short in past campaigns, it is 
being urged that the Assembly accept 
as its goal for the fifth and final year 
a special offering of $600,000 in order 
to reach the five-year objective of 
$1,250,000. 


New Stillman Program 


The Assembly is being asked to ap- 
prove the committee’s program for Still-. 
man Institute based on the ‘‘Compre- 
hensive Study by the College of Edu- 
cation of the University of Alabama’”’ 
adopted by the trustees for the develop- 
ment of an “A” grade junior college 
and school of religion for training 
ministers and unordained workers. It 
is also requested to authorize the home 
missions committee to conduct an As- 
sembly-wide campaign for funds to 
carry out this enlarged program. 


Approval is asked of the executive 
committee’s action in creating from the 
reserve fund reported last year an 
equiization fund of $100,000 to protect 
the salaries of home mission pastors and 
workers in any year when the income 
falls below the budget approved for 
that year. The balance of the reserve 
fund ($163,302), it is recommended, 
should be made a nucleus for the $500,- 
000 Revolving Extension Fund recom- 
mended in the Program of Advance. 


Church Press Asks 
President to Recall 


Taylor From Vatican 


Editors Urge Senate Hearings 
If Action Is Not Taken 


Washington, D. C. (RNS)—Recall of 
Myron C. Taylor, the President’s per- 
sonal representative to the Vatican was 
requested by the Associated Church 
Press, national organization of Protest- 
ant church paper editors, in the follow- 


ing resolution: 


‘‘Resolved that the Associated Church 
Press, being the editors of the Protest- 
ant Press in convention assembled in 
Washington, do hereby condemn the 
action of President Harry S. Truman in 
renewing and extending the appoint- 
ment, without sanction of the Senate as 
prescribed by the Constitution of an 
ambassador of the United States at the 
Vatican, said ambassador being known 
as personal representative of the Presi- 
dent. 

“Because such an appointment is a 
violation of the principle of separation 
of church and state; because the ap- 
pointment was made originally in 1940 
by President Roosevelt on a temporary 
basis in relation to the war, whereas the 
office has now been maintained at public 
expense for six years; because this 
ambassadorial appointment has not had 
the sanction of the Senate as required 
by the Constitution of the U. S.: 

“We call upon the President to recall 
his ambassador Myron Taylor, and 
require the Department of State to close 
its embassy at Vatican City. If this 
does not occur within a reasonable time, 
we call upon the Foreign Relations Com- 
mittee of the Senate to hold hearings 
on why the ambassador should not be 
recalled.”’ 


Approve Information Program 


The convention, in another resolu- 
tion, endorsed the State Department’s 
proposed peacetime information pro- 
gram and urged Congress to provide in 
the State Department appropriation bill 
adequate financial support for the pro- 
gram. Editors congratulated the Wash- 
ington D. A. R. on its action in permit- 
ting the Tuskegee Institute choir to 
appear in Constitution Hall, expressing 
the hope that the “‘white artists only” 
clause would be deleted from the Con- 
stitution Hall lease at the forthcoming 
D. A. R. Continental Congress. The 
convention approved in principle the for- 
mation of an inclusiye Protestant agency 
for the collection, processing, and dis- 
tribution of news and the expression of 
Christian conviction by the use of the 
methods of public relations.” 
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L. FOSTER WOOD 
Speakers at the first pre-Assembly 


W. ROY BREG 
Conference in Christian Relations, 
Montreat, N. C., May 22-23. 








OVERTURES 


To the 86th General Assembly 





Church Property Amendment—The 
Presbyteries of Florida, Enoree, and 
Mecklenburg are overturing the General 
Assembly with the same intent as that 
of the following overture from Savan- 
nah Presbytery: “That in case of 
organic union between the Presbyterian 
Church, USA, and the Presbyterian 
Church, US, is consummated, individual 
churches, presbyteries and synods of the 
Presbyterian Church in the US, which 
refuse to enter the union, may keep, 
control and dispose of their own church 
property as their majorities may decide; 
that in order to effect this purpose Para- 
graph 158 of the Book of Church Order 
be amended as follows: 

“158 (a) All particular churches now 
connected with the Presbyterian Church 
in the Unied States and all particular 
churches which shall hereafter be orga- 
nized or exist under its jurisdiction shall 
be entitled to acquire, hold, enjoy and 
dispose of their local properties, with- 
out any right of reversion to any pres- 
bytery or other church court, except 
when a church shall claim the property, 
in which case the presbytery shall take 
over and use or dispose of the property 
in such manner as it sees fit. 

“(b) The right of a particular 
church, presbytery, or synod to acquire, 
hold, own, enjoy and dispose of its prop- 
erty by a majority of its members who 
are present and voting at a meeting of 
such church, presbytery, or synod shall 
not be affected or impaired by any 
union, merger or consolidation of the 
Presbyterian Church, US, with any other 
ecclesiastical body or religious organi- 
gation, it being the intention to make 
this provision a rule of property govern- 


ing such particular churches, presby- 
teries and synods, any ruling of the civil 
courts to the contrary notwithstanding.” 


Negro Work—‘The Presbytery of 
Central Texas respectfully overtures the 
General Assembly that, in full acknow- 
ledgment of the dereliction of our 
church in its interest and service in the 
evangelization of the Negroes within its 
territory, that the Assembly take the 
following action: 

““(1) That the Assembly’s Home Mis- 
sion Committee, working through pres- 
byterial home mission committees, be 
charged with making at the earliest 
possible time a survey to determine on 
lecalities where missions for Negroes 
may be established. 

(2) That the Assembly’s Home Mis- 
sion Committee be directed to seek out 
Negro workers to take training at Still- 
man Institute and ministers to under- 
take evangelistic and ministerial work 
for Negroes. 

(3) That the Assembly recommend 
to our theological seminaries that they 
provide for admission to their class 
training of qualified Negro men upon 
the recommendation of presbyteries 
within whose bounds they reside. 

(4) That the Assembly set up a 
special budget of not less than $30,000 
for the next year for maintenance and 
carrying on of this work. 

“(5) That the Assembly employ a 
minister to serve as superintendent of 
evangelism for Negroes.” 


Rally Day—Potosi Presbytery asks 
that some Sunday other than the first 
in October be designated as Rally Day. 


Three Topics Selected 
For Meeting at Montreat 


The General Assembly in session last 
year adopted the following recommen- 
dation of the Standing Committee on 
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Social and Moral Welfare: 

“We ask the Assembly to authorize 
a pre-Assembly meeting in 1946 on the 
general theme of Christian Relations, 
under the direction of the Permanent 
Committee on Social and Moral Welfare, 
open to commissioners and other mem- 
bers of the church, at their own ex- 
pense.”’ 

In accordance with this action, the 
Permanent Committee on Social and 
Moral Welfare has arranged a confer- 
ence on Christian Relations to precede 
the opening session of the General As- 
sembly. This conference will be held in 
two sections: Wednesday evening, May 
22, at which time Dr. Walter W. Van 
Kirk of the Federal Council will speak 
on the world situation, and Thursday 
morning, when Dr. Leland Foster Wood 
of the Federal Council will speak on 
Marriage and the Home, followed by 
Mr. Roy Breg, executive secretary of 
Allied Youth speaking on the liquor 
problem. The addresses of these men 
will be followed by discussion periods. 

Commissioners and others who desire 
to attend this conference should make 
their reservations with the Montreat 
management. The hotel expense for 
this extra day will be paid by each 
commissioner who attends the confer- 
ence, 


E. C. SCOTT, Stated Clerk. 


Mrs. Fairly Named 


The wife of the editor-in-chief of the 
Presbyterian Committee of .Publication 
in Richmond, Mrs. John L. Fairly, has 
been chosen ‘Virginia Mother of 1946” 
by the American Mothers’ Committee of 
the Golden Rule Foundation. Prominent 
in civic and club aairs, Mrs. Fairly is 
also a leader in church work, being a 
specialist in the children’s division. 

Also named by the same committee 
was Mrs. Emma Clarissa Clement, 
Louisville, Ky., 71-year-old mother of 
seven children, and a granddaughter of 
a slave ,as the American mother of 1946 
--the first Negro so honored. 


McCracken Will Succeed 
Fosdick Late in May 


Robert James McCracken, of Hamil- 
ton, Ontario, will become minister of 
New York’s Riverside Church next 
month when Harry Emerson Fosdick 
retires, becoming the church’s niinister 
emeritus. Dr. McCracken, a native of 
Scotland, and a graduate of Glasgow 
University, is now professor of theology 
and the philosophy of religion at Mc- 
Master University, a Baptist institu- 
tion in Hamilton. He held several pas- 
torates in Canada before going to his 
present post of service. 


Goal for Additions—Albemarle Pres- 
bytery asks the Assembly to set up pro- 
portionate quotas for additions to the 
church, not only on profession of faith 
but also by letter and restatement “in 
view of the challenging effect the pro- 
fessions of faith quotas had upon the 
local churches.,”’ 
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The Christian Life 


By J. SHERRARD RICE* 


and as hard—as that. The Christian life, if one can 
live it, is the most adventurous, joyous, and satis- 
fying life a man can find. 

No other way of life will have as much meaning, no 
other way of life will bring as much peace, as the Christian 
way of life. 

Too often we do not realize this. The Christian life 
seems a narrow, drab thing. It makes us think too much. 
Sometimes it says very positively, ‘Thou shalt not...” 
It is dreadfully out-of-date. We let it go. Life is a thrilling. 
vibrant thing. We go gaily on our way, without standards 
or convictions, having a glorious time of it. There is money 
to spend, love to be shared, a brave new world to be carved 
out of the future. And then one day we come up against 
something bigger than we are—like war, like the death of 
a friend in a near-by foxhole, or like losing an only son 
far out on the seven seas. Suddenly we realize we are 
alone, and we are afraid. We could use a friend, a Friend 
who is also a Redeemer, one who can take life at its worst 
and make it beautiful, who can take the cry that catches 
in our throats and make it a song of triumph. 


T O BE a Christian is to follow Christ. It is as simple— 


For Every Day 


Christ’s way is not for dark and dreary days only, but for 
the joy and adventure of the present hour. It is all that our 
own life can be, with God’s great plus sign behind it. 

To follow Christ is to acknowledge that we are sinners. 
Yes! Why should we not come clean regarding what we 
know in our hearts is true? But we acknowledge that we 
are sinners, not that we may spend the rest of our days 
with the long, glum faces of repentance, but that Christ may 
free us from the deadening grip of our sin and fit us for 
the glorious liberty of the sons of God. 

How does he do it? That is the central question, and 
one we can answer only in part. First, he lives before us 
a life of perfect obedience to the will of God, a life so pure 
in its moral choices, so broad in its human sympathies, so 
deep in its interpretation of life’s every moment, that it 


*Mr. Rice, a Southern Presbyterian, ex-Navy chaplain, 
is studying for the Master of Theology degree at Princeton 
Theological Seminary. His essay on ‘‘The Christian Life’’ 
was written as a class exercise in the course on ‘“‘The Es- 
sence of Christianity,’’ taught by Professor Hugh Thomson 
Kerr, Jr. It was published first in Monday Morning, Presby- 
terian, USA, magazine for ministers, and is reprinted here 
by permission of that publication. 


compels us to recognize the shallowness of our selfish lives. 
Measuring our sinful selves by his standards we cry out; 
with Peter, ‘‘Depart from me, for I am a sinful man, O 
Lord.”’ 

But he does not depart! That is the wonder of it. When 
we fall on our knees, he picks us up and says to us, ‘‘Fol- 
low me.”’ And in the twinkling of an eye we find ourselves 
followers of this matchless Figure as he walks the high- 
ways of history and heals the hearts of men. He leads us 
by way of across. And at the cross we learn life’s deepest 
message, that nothing worthwhile is achieved in this life 
except by sacrifice, that even God himself could not wipe 
out our sin without some cost. Christ, the perfect good, 
was crucified by all the petty sin and self-indulgence of your 
life and my life, and by the evildoing and selfishness of all 
mankind. But by his perfect love, he won the right to stand 
before the throne of God and ask forgiveness for all who 
trust and follow him, as though he were putting an arm 
around your sholder, saying: “This man has fallen short. 
He knows it. But he believes in me. For my sake, receive 
him and make him clean again.” 

And when you get to that point, the adventure really 
begins. You find you have lost taste for your old selfish 
indulgences, the kind that, sooner or later, one way or an- 
other, lead up a blind alley to the hell of a “‘lost week end’’; 
but in their place you find such gratifying tasks as only 
the follower of Christ can ever find. 


Love Is the Answer 


The needs of the world stand out on every hand, and in 
your own life you have the answer. The answer is love, 
not a sentimental love, but the kind that costs something; 
yes, that cost you something, if you please. And that’s the 
thrill of it. It is not easy, but, as you work, there comes 
to you that highest of all joys in life—the keen satisfaction 
of knowing that your work is on the side of eternity and 
will never die. 

Of course, it is not quite as easy as it sounds. Selfish- 
ness is very close to us, and repentance is very hard. But 
there are no short cuts. Nothing but a real repentance will 
do. If we could know the uplift of the Christian life be- 
forehand, it might be easier for us to repent and follow 
Christ. But the Christian life does not come that way. We 
do not know the resurrection to newness of life until we 
get to the cross, and beyond. It starts in faith. But what 
more tempting challenge could there be than this, to throw 
one’s whole life on the side of God and his eternity! 

After all, we have a choice. I choose Christ. 


A Song in the Night 


By NATALIE McFADEN BLANTON* 


VOICE SAID to me: “Cry! Weep for the sorrow 
A Of the world, for the misery of men, their hunger 
For bread, their thirst for the water of life. Mourn for 
Their meanness; their shabby deceit and futile pretence; 
Their unholy greed; their quick, foolish anger 
Growing into hate; their fears, leaping the bounds 
Of reason, ridden by cruelty, followed by 
A pack of lies, yelping and yapping, hunting 
And hounding their prey. Pour contempt on all man’s 
Ignorance, and on his’ utter worthlessness. 
Look at the wreckage of past years. Count the 
Dead, and cry and cry and cry and cry.” 


And I said to the voice: I will not cry. 
I will sing. I will shout. I will laugh and clap my hands 


*Mrs. Wyndham Blanton, Richmond, Va. 


And grow very strong like the new born lambs 
Skipping on the hills in early spring. 


I will sing of hope, rejoicing in a new 

Year and a new chance—glad for the good men have 
Done as they climbed patiently to a better 

Place to live; glad for the help they have given on 
The way to those who were sick, or lame, or hurt, 
Or sadly in need, and to those too young to know 
The name of the terror that shook them at even the 
Slightest sound in the darkness of the night 

Or in the gray dusk of poverty’s noon. 


I will sing a song for joy that peace on earth 
Is always nearer and will come as knowledge 
Comes, and while I sing I will try to push 
Back the heavy curtains that black-out reason’s 
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Day, to take the blinders off the eyes 

Of all who are afraid to face its light. 

I will sing in praise of the bravery of those 
Who've crossed the barricades built by ancient 
Privilege and prejudice, and while 

I sing I'll pull as many stones as I 

Am able from the walls that keep me from 
‘My fellows, for we need each other badly. 


I’ll sing of honor— a fragile loveliness 
Compelling men to do the right when no 
One sees or punishes if they do wrong. 


I will sing of justice, a dream of beauty conjured 
Up by many men in many lands 

Through many years, and now recorded in 

A tome so ponderous it will weight the scales 
Against all evil doers and crush them with 

Its inescapable descent. I'll sing 

Of truth that makes men free as surely as 

The tides race up the sands of every shore. 


I will even sing of the atom bomb, man made 
From God's force in an awful hour, convincing 
Wise men and fools that war cannot be risked 
Again or the earth will spin among the stars 
Inhabited by creeping, crawling forms 

Of life that have not lost their chance to be 
Only a little lower than the angels. 


I'll sing of a greater force called love—the love 

Of men and women and children, of course, but loudest 
Of the love of God and of the one who’s called 

His son—born a baby but yesterday 

It seems on time’s revolving calendar, 

Growing to man’s estate like any other 

Boy, but knowing his Father so well that all 

The perfections men have guessed are God’s, were his— 
The miracle is that still he knew the wages 

Of sin in every coin. He could dare be gentle 

With women, even with one who'd stopped trying 


Reports to the General Assembly 


Summarized by the Editors 


WORLD COUNCIL OF CHURCHES 

The World Council of Churches, which has been delayed 
in its formation because of world conditions restricting 
eommunication and travel, is moving toward formal organi- 
zation. At this time ninety-two churches in thirty-three 
countries ‘‘which accept our Lord Jesus Christ as God and 
Savior” have indicated their purpose to enter this Christian 
world fellowship. 

It is well to state again, in response to questions that 
have been asked, that the World Council in its organiza- 
tion and function is not a Superchurch nor is it a Super- 
council of councils, as some suppose. It is composed of 
representatives of the churches chosen by the churches 
themselves, which representatives are responsible to the 
church they represent. The World Council has no author- 
ity of any kind over the membership churches. It cannot 
legislate for the churches on any matter and can act for 
a church or churches only when specifically requested to 
do so. 


Uniformity Not Required 

Membership in the World Council does not require uni- 
formity in doctrine except the acknowledgment of the full 
Deity and the Saviorhood of Christ; nor uniformity in wor- 
ship; nor uniformity in government. The Council has a 
Theological Commission, of which Dr. William Childs Rob- 
inson of Columbia Theological Seminary is a member, that 
is, studying the Faith and Order of the various churches, 
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To be good and didn’t care in the least who knew it. 
He seemed so young that children crowded round 
His knees as he sat talking to men so old 

They had forgotten what it was to live. 


He loved all living little things—fliowers 

Carpeting rocks, tiny seeds and dusty 

Sparrows—big things like the sea, such a bright blue 
In sunshine, so black in sudden storm. 

And yet he knew that life was not worth living 

If you could not speak against its wrongs, if you 
Must knuckle to the will of wicked rulers. 


Some say he was a pacifist, but they’re 

Mistaken. The truth is he was the world’s champion 
Fighter for the right. There are all kinds of fighting. 
We should learn that quickly. We need to know that. 
You don’t always need a gun to fight. Sometimes 
You fight with words—a terrible weapon if 

You know the way to handle them; sometimes 

With kindness, sometimes with your fists; sometimes 
By a retreat, an ambush or a swift 
Attack, and always with your brains. 
Never let the enemy catch you off 
Guard. You know him for what he is because 
You’ve studied him, and you must never let 
Him get away with his first sly step of conquest. 


But you 


For you are your brother’s keeper. He knew 
That well. And if he died fighting like many 
Other soldiers, he didn’t stay dead. 

You can’t deny the fact that he rose again 

In the hearts of men—a very fine kind of 
Immortality—easier to prove 

Than the other kind—life after death, though he 
Believed in that world without end, amen— 
And that is proof enough for those who follow . 
Him, and try to walk his perfect way. 


Oh Voice, why do you tell me to cry? 


Why should 
Icry? For there is life, a pattern, and 
A chance. I will not cry. TI’ll sing. I'll sing. 


not for the purpose of securing uniformity but a better 
understanding of the organization and teachings of the 
various churches. No constituent member of the council 
is asked to surrender in any degree its creed, its traditions, 
or its practice. In uniting with the World Council, whether 
it be a large denomination or a small one, that church is tes- 
tifying to the oneness of all believers in Christ of every race 
and language throughout the world who accept him as 
Savior and Lord. It is an ecumenical expression of an ecu- 
menical Faith. 

During the years of world conflict the World Council of 
Churches, while in the process of formation, has demon- 
strated its high purpose in providing a bond of union be- 
tween believers in all lands although separated by the 
frontiers and barriers of warring nations. Regardless of 
their side in the conflict believers in Christ were sustained 
by the knowledge that above all divisions of nations and 
governments there is a unity of faith that war with all 
its evils and cruelties cannot destroy. 


Churches Working Together 


A world war has created a world consciousness. The ap- 
palling need of the suffering and starving millions in Europe 
and Asia weighs heavily upon the hearts of Christians every- 
where. One church working alone can do little in bring- 
ing relief to a need so great; but all the churches, great 
and small, working together can do much. In the Provi- 
dence of God the World Council was brought into being 
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for such a world emergency. 

To this end the Commission for World Service was 
created. Its purpose is to give the churches of America 
the facts of the tragic needs of their brethren in war- 
ravaged lands whose homes and churches and schools and 
institutions have been destroyed and the urgent need for 
assistance if the church is to survive and the nations be 
saved from anarchy and ruin. It is the testimony of all 
who know the facts that no greater or more vitally impor- 
tant undertaking has faced the Christian Church in this or 
any other generation. . 

In view of the vastness of this need and its urgency the 
work of this Commission has become the matter of the 
greatest immediate interest of the World Council. Chris- 
tian brotherhood can be understood when it is expressed 
in terms of food and clothes and shelter and the things that 
sustain life. Governments and secular agencies have the 
main responsibility for the material relief of the liberated 
countries. The reconstruction of church life in these lands 
is the responsibility of the Church. The American Section 
of the World Council is seeking through the Commission 
for World Service to raise a minimum of $14,500,000 in 
four years from July 1, 1945. Of this amount the Presby- 
terian and Reformed Churches will undertake to raise $6,- 
000,000. This money is to be used to aid pastors and pas- 
tors’ families, restore churches and manses, schools and 
hospitals, and supply books, periodicals, and needed Chris- 
tian literature. 


Organization Planned 


The Provisional Committee, appointed by the Edinburgh 
and Oxford Conferences in 1937 to plan for the organiza- 
tion of the World Council, met in Geneva, Feb. 21-23, 1946. 
This was the first meeting of the Provisional Committee 
since the close of the war. There were thirty-four mem- 
bers present from twenty nations including Germany, Aus- 
tria, Italy, and other Axis and occupied countries. Here 
it was demonstrated that men who believe in Christian 
fellowship dan override nation and race and meet as 
friends. 

It was decided that the first Assembly would be held in 
August, 1946, when the World Council, which has been 
in process of formation since 1937, will be formally or- 
ganized. 

The Assembly’s representatives on the Executive Com- 
mittee of the American Section of the World Council are 
Dr. Homer McMillan and Dr. J. R. Cunningham, princi- 
pals, and Dr. D. W. Richardson and Dr. C. L. King, alter- 
nates. 

Your committee recommends that, to carry its propor- 
tionate part of the expense of the various committees and 
commissions, an appropriation of $1,400 be made to the 
World Council of Churches for the year 1946-47. 

—HOMER McMILLAN, J. R. CUNNINGHAM. 


FOREIGN MISSIONS 


Missionaries have never known the spirit of missionary 
concern and inquiry to be as earnest as it is in the church 
today, according to the report of the Executive Committee 
of Foreign Missions to the General Assembly. Not only is 
this true in the church, the report declares; it is to be 
observed among people generally. 

The report declares that while the reoccupation of Far 
Eastern field may require years to accomplish, the process 
is already underway. The situation in each area is de- 
scribed: 

China—Fifteen Southern Presbyterian missionaries were 
back on the field and on April 5 twelve more were en route 
to Shanghai; four others have been approved for sailing. 
The China Survey Committee is asking for 32 additional 
missionaries, which would make a total of 65. (In days of 
maximum strength there were 200 missionaries there.) 
The expense of maintaining a missionary in China is from 
four to six times as much as it was in normal, pre-war 
years. There is an acute shortage of food, fuel, housing. 
Mission property damage has not yet been accurately es- 
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timated. Encouraging factors include the steadfastness of 
the Chinese Christians, their growth in self-support and 
self-reliance; their delight at the return of the missionaries; 
China’s open door to the gospel; the opportunity of ‘‘fac- 
ing China’s new day with the wholly adequate gospel of the 
adequate Christ.”’ 

Japan—‘‘Even the optimists among us looked with mis- 
givings upon the postwar prospects for Christian missions 
in Japan. . . One of the surprising developments in the 
postwar situation has been the strangely friendly relation- 
ship that appears to exist between the Japanese people and 
the American forces of occupation. Assurances are 
coming to mission boards in America from the churches 
and Christians of Japan that the return of the mission- 
aries is eagerly awaited, and that a sincere and whole- 
hearted welcome is in store for them. General MacArthur 
has shown great statesmanship in handling the delicate 
question of how to deal with the Emperor and with the 
cult of State Shintoism. There was one thing that 
had to go if the fangs of Japan were to be drawn—the 
traditional emperor concept had to be abolished. 
“Permission has not been gained for the return of any 
Southern Presbyterian missionary, though two, Lardner 
W. Moore and Percy W. Buchanan, serving with the occu- 
pying forces, are already on the field. Another may soon 
be on his way. 

Korea—The problems of the occupation appear to be 
especially acute and confused in Korea. The divided juris- 
diction contributes to it, as do the absence of normal com- 
munications and the differences in political ideology be- 
tween the U. S. and the Soviet Union. Disease is rife; 
food is scarce; inflation is uncontrolled. Koreans are grow- 
ing restive. However, the Christian Church in Korea has 
lived through its ordeal and it gives promise of occupying 
a place of leadership in the life and thought of the new 
nation. Dr. R. M. Wilson, now serving with the military 
government, is the only missionary now on the field, though 
it is expected that William A. Linton and D. J. Cumming 
will soon be authorized to go. Dr. Wilson’s reports indi- 
cate that there have been great losses, as in China. Major 
repairs are now out of the question. 

A survey of conditions in other fields indicates that there 
is a new interest in Africa which is challenging an expan- 
sion of present institutions, a broadening of the program 
of evangelism and an enlargement of the missionary force. 
In Brazil ‘‘the evangelical church is growing at a faster rate 
than in any other country in the world. . We ought 
to send 100 new missionaries to Brazil in the next ten 
years; and even as large a company as that would be hard 
pressed to overtake the opportunities that are before us 
there.’’ Work in Mexico continues to develop and expand 
“despite much fanatical opposition on the part of the Roman 
Catholic groups.” Chief need there is an immediate and 
substantial reinforcement of personnel. 

In 1945 33 new missionaries were sent out—the largest 
group in any single year in the last twenty years. Never- 
theless, the committee says, ‘‘We have not yet brought the 
claims of missionary service to bear upon the consciences 
of our young men and women as strongly as we should.” 

The committee reports receipts amounting to $1,189,- 
435.47—argest since 1928 and surpassed only three times 
in the history of the church. In its recommendations to 
the Assembly it asks approval of the plan for the inaugu- 
ration of a joint Presbyterian work in the Amazon Valley, 
to be undertaken cooperatively by the Presbyterian Church, 
US; the Presbyterian Church, USA; and the Brazilian Pres- 
byterian Church, for the evangelization of this region. Other 
recommendations ask the Assembly to stress the urgent 
need of more missionaries; to authorize an augmentation 
of the Far Eastern Reoccupation Fund by an additional 
$250,000 looking toward the million-dollar goal, of which 
$640,000 has been contributed. 

Executive Secretary C. Darby Fulton, recently returned 
from a seven and one-half months’ 25,000 mile visit to the 
church’s missions in Bragi] and Africa will tell of his trip 
at the Assembly. 
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EDITORIAL 


Toward Presbyterian Reunion 


Interpretation of the Poll, II 

We assume that readers of this paper 
have followed the results of our poll 
on Presbyterian reunion. Cards were 
sent to all the ministers in our church 
and to hundreds of elders. We re- 
ceived 1,901 replies out of a possible 
$3,500—an unusually high return for 
efforts of this sort. 

Thirty-seven per cent of those who 
responded favor reunion as soon as 
practicable; 34 per cent favor reunion, 
but not while there is any consider- 
able protesting minority; 29 per cent 
oppose reunion; a majority in only ten 
of the 87 presbyteries express them- 
selves as definitely opposed to reunion. 

We cannot assume that this poll ex- 
presses the final sentiment of the 
church. About a thousand ministers 
did not bother to reply; it is well to 
recognize that people who oppose a 
proposition are more likely to express 
themselves than those who favor or 
are undecided. It is probable that 
many of those who did not return the 
card have not yet made up their minds. 
It is most significant that the elders 
who replied voted on the three propo- 
sitions in almost the same proportions 











as the ministers. And yet we cannot 
be certain how the elders who attend 
our church courts, including many 
whom we did not poll, will finally vote. 
Presumably there are many ministers 
and elders still open to conviction, who 
may vote differently two years hence, 
or five years hence, when all valid ob- 
jections have been removed and the 
plan is ready for final presentation to 
the presbyteries. It certainly does not 
follow that ministers and elders voting 
against reunion would refuse to abide 
by the decision of the church. We do 
not believe that many of the minority 
would leave the church of their fathers 
and end associations which have meant 
so much to them through the years. 

And yet we believe this poll repre- 
sents fairly the present sentiment of 
our church. Seventy-one per cent of 
our ministers and elders look forward 
to the ultimate reunion of our two 
Presbyterian churches; 63 per cent ap- 
parently would not vote for it at the 
present time. 


Whatever else the poll reveals it defi- 
nitely proclaims that the group opposed 
to reunion cannot determine our 
church’s policy. The 7-3 majority regis- 
tered here is only one indication of the 
sentiment of the church. Another is 
the vote of the General Assembly to 
continue its Committee on Cooperation 
and Union, with Presbyterian reunion 
as its final objective for nine succes- 
sive years. And there are still other 
evidences, 

How, then, shall this great and grow- 
ing group, this overwhelming majority 
which believes that reunion is desirable 
and in accord with the will of God, dis- 
charge its responsibility? 

We suggest the following program: 

1. That the Committee on Cooper- 
ation and Union continue to perfect the 
plan until all reasonable objections have 
been met, and until it is ready for 
final submission to the church. 

2. That this completed plan then be 
held in temporary abeyance until the 
church generally (members of Groups 
I and II) realize that the time has come 
for its actual presentation and adop- 
tion. 


3. That during this period the Com- 
mittee on Cooperation and Union seek 
in every possible way to promote under- 
standing and fellowship between the 
two great branches of the Presbyterian 
family and suggest and promote prac- 
ticable methods of cooperation in every 
appropriate area of our church’s life. 
(We call attention in this connection to 
our editorial challenge of January 21.) 
If Northern and Southern Presbyterians 
are the same sort of folk, as those who 
favor reunion believe, then through 
closer cooperation and fellowship it will 
become apparent to all; if we are not 
the same sort of folk, as those who op- 
pose reunion assume, then our closer as- 
sociation will make it clear. Meanwhile 
we shall have done what we could to 
advance the Kingdom by our combined 
effort through pooling our resources 
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and using them to the best advantage. 
vantage. 

4. That members of the majority 
group not disappoint those who hope 
and pray for reunion, but regard them- 
selves as under mandate for the con- 
tinued promotion of the cause of re- 
union with the assurance that it will 
come with growing understanding. We 
believe that the continued debate 
should be conducted on a high plane, 
with recognition that there are sincere 
men with honest differences of opinion 
in each of the three groups. We be- 
lieve that all issues should be fairly 
met and that every effort should be 
made to reach a common understand- 
ing. 

Only by some such program as that 
outlined above will we be brought to 
that unity of heart and spirit which all 
of us pray may be attained. 

We should like to have brief ex- 
pressions from our readers. 

Do you think this is a wise policy, 
the Christian policy, for our Church to 
follow? 

Are you, in company with many 
leaders of our church, prepared to give 
it the benefit of your support, your 
prayers, and your continuing energies? 


GUEST EDITOR 


Labor Magazine Locks at Strikes 

There is likelihood that there will be 
a reexamination of the strike as a tool 
of labor to win its objectives. The strike 
has been an honorable part of labor’s 
equipment to defend itself against greed 
and power, and to secure the right to or- 
ganize. It is a legal weapon. How- 
ever, when the strike developed, labor 
was organized on a local basis largely 
in industries where the strike did the 
least harm to communities. With labor 
organization reaching 15 million and 
with organization in many industries 
of national scope, the strike is a much 
more powerful weapon than it used to 
be and it injures many innocent peo- 
ple. It is a question, too, whether it 
can produce the results that labor hopes 
for. <A prolonged strike poisons rela- 
tionships between labor and manage- 
ments for years. These considerations 
should demand and are likely to de- 
mand much more discretion on the part 
of labor in the use of the strike wea- 
pon. 

The International Brotherhood of 
Electrical Workers began considering 
this problem 27 years ago and set up 
at that time with its employers the 
Council on Industrial Relations. This 
council has functioned smoothly ever 
since and strikes have been reduced to 
a minimum in the electrical industry. 
To make such a program a success, de- 
pends primarily on the will to do it by 
both employers and the union.—Jour- 
nal of Electrical Workers, International 
Brotherhood of Electrical Workers, 
April, 1946. 
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BUTTONS 


By KENNETH J. FOREMAN 





“Thy Father who seeth in secret shall 
recompense thee.” Matthew 6:6. 

HAT ARE ALL these buttons?” 
said the Visiting Angel. ‘“‘These 
golden buttons with wings. Do 

they perhaps denote what you call a 
secret society?” 

“By no means,” said the Home Angel. 
“It is all very public. It means that 
each wearer of the button has served in 
the wars.’’ 

“But I should think those who served 
in the wars would have scars or some- 
thing,” said the Visiting Angel. 

“No, not every one. You forget that 
the human eye cannot see into the past 
as yours can, and cannot penetrate the 
garments they wear. And besides, some 
have scars on their souls, and these are 
not visible to the common eye. Since, 
as you gee, most of these human beings 
look and dress exactly alike, there had 
to be some way—they thought—by 
which one could tell that a young man 
had offered his life and served his 
country.” 

“But even on a dark and disturbed 
planet like this one,” said the visitor, 
“J should imagine there might be other 
ways of giving life and serving one’s 
country—or even serving mankind. 
Don’t these poor people realize they are 
all one species?”’ 

“Yes,” said the Home Angel. ‘‘Yes, 
there are other ways of giving life, and 
there are places. besides battlefields 
where a man can be wounded. These 
buttons are worthily worn, for the most 
part; but if button-givers had only 
thought of it, there are also many other 
kinds of people who might well be 
marked out from their fellows. 


O YOU SEE yonder men?” he said. 

“To your unaccustomed eye they 

might have been cut out with the 
game cookie-cutter. They walk alike, 
they talk alike, their clothes are just the 
same, their talk is cheerful and their 
heads erect. But they are not alike. 
One of:these men has never been 
touched with disappointment, every- 
thing he has done has met success. The 
other man has come through dark .and 
bitter years. He has looked failure in 
the eye and was not afraid. If they 
were giving buttons for courage he 
should have one, for he has been braver 
in his time than some of the young men 
whose buttons shine like gold. 

‘“‘And see those two women,” he went 
on, pointing through the transparent 
roofs of adjoining houses. “To all 
human appearance they’ are enough 
alike to be sisters. They are friends 
of like age, their husbands are known 
among the elders of the land, and their 
neighbors speak well of them. They 
are strong and serene, and weaker souls 

lean on them. 


But only one of these 


women was so born. From childhood 
God gave her a serene mind, anxiety 
was far from her soul, she knew noth- 
ing of inner distress. As she is now, 
so she has always been. But her neigh- 
bor across the lawn was not born to 
serenity. God did not see fit to give her 
composure of spirit, it was a thing for 
which she had to toil and pray. She 
was born, as it were, ten women, and 
for long she did not know which was 
her true self. Some of the ten were 
idle, and some were devils. That she 
now is strong and sure is only because 
for long and pain-filled years she strug- 
gled within herself, and her best soul 
would not yield. If golden badges were 
given to all who have fought, she should 
have one, and wound-stripes as well.” 
Then the Home Angel pointed toward 
two cities, east and west. ‘‘There,” said 
he, “you see two rare souls, whose 
hearts are light with love. You might 
think them alike, but they are not. One 
has met with much love in return, and 
the light upon her face is the glow of 
love reflected from the grateful hearts 
of others. But the other has known 
love unrequited, the sorest sacrifices of 
her life went unnoticed or scorned, a 
softer soul had sunk in bitterness long 
ago. But because she seldom found one 
she could trust and yet more seldom one 
who could understand, the radiance on 
her face is not that of reflected love, it 
is the rarer light of love that can shine 


without reflection or response.”’ 


ES,” THE HOME ANGEL said, as 
much to himself as to the visitor. 
“Men looking into one another’s 
everyday faces do not see the glory that 
is sometimes there. Garments are bare 
that ought to gleam with gold. Where 
are the buttons for the silent heroes who 
served not in regiments but alone? For 
the successful artists whose skill never 
came easily to them? For the brave 
who watched the slaying of their dreams 
and did not despair? For those who 
were able to forget their own weakness 
in helping those who were weaker 
still?” 

“Why not suggest it to someone?” 
said the Visiting Angel. ‘You could co 
it. From all I hear of this greedy 
world, the button-makers would jump 
at the idea. They would make mil- 
lions.”’ 

“No, they wouldn't,” said the Home 
Angel. “Not a cent. The fact is, all 
these people who should be wearing 
buttons, but are not, have one quality 
in common: they would not take the 
things. If buttons-for-goodness were 
being offered, for any fee or none— 
medals for spiritual heroes—it would 
never be the right people who would be 
asking for them.” 

“It’s a shame,” 
Angel. 

“No, I think not,’ the Home Angel 
said. ‘“‘There is coming a Time . " 
‘Then shall the righteous shine as the 
sun.’ ”’ 

“Why can’t they now?” 

“They do—to those who have eyes ‘ 
see.”’ 


said the Visiting 








Change of Address 


Effective May 1, 1946 
the Address of the Assembly's 


EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE OF HOME MISSIONS 


803 Henry Grady Building 
Atlanta 3, Georgia 
Correspondents are requested to take note of this 


new address 
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CHURCH NEWS 





Conference Grounds 
Program is Advancing 


Tennessee News Letter 

The board of directors of Nacome, 
conference grounds of the Synod of 
Tennessee, are implementing as rapidly 
as restrictions are lifted a large expan- 
gion program which promises to give 
the synod a conference ground second 
to none. The 500-acre tract, formerly 
a resort, was purchased in 1940, and in 
the period since then has been developed 
to accommodate 200 people. Visitors to 
the grounds will be delighted to learn 
that the electric power plant, which has 
been inadequate, is being greatly en- 





Rabun Gap-Nacoochee 
School 


GEO. C. BELLINGRATH, President 
The Best in High School Education. 
Rabun Gap, Ga. 








Christianity Needs Young People 


Who will go preach, teach, heal, 
serve—in the highways and byways, in 
every continent and the islands of the 
seas’? Give your life to help build the 
foundations of peace in the postwar 
world. An education will prepare you 
for service. 


Presbyterian Junior College 


Offers standard freshman and sopho- 
more courses leading to the Associate 
in Arts or Associate in Science degree; 
one- and two-year commercial courses; 
preparatory courses at 10th, llth and 
12th grade levels; aeronautics. Ex- 
service men may enter at any time. 
Write for catalog: Box B-7, Maxton, 
N. C. 








MARY BALDWIN 
COLLEGE 


STAUNTON, VIRGINIA 
Founded 1842 


Register now for 1947-48 
A number of valuable competitive 
scholarships are available. 
For information write: 


Dean Martha C. Grafton 
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larged and will provide sufficient power 
for lights and other electrical appli- 
ances this summer, The expansion pro- 
gram also includes the erection of an 
auditorium, infirmary, and numerous 
cabins, The operation of the grounds 
has been financially successful, and 
money for a considerable amount of the 
expansion program is already in hand. 
In the past, approximately 1,000 dele- 
gates have attended the conferences 
each summer. With the facilities ex- 


panded, this number will greatly 
increase. 
Evangelistic Program Moves 
Steadily Forward in Memphis 
Memphis Presbyterians are making 


good progress in their program of evan- 
gelism, Evergreen, Highland Heights, 
and Brownsville have established out- 
posts while Idlewild and Memphis First 
have purchased lots and plan to erect 
chapels in the near future. Almost 
every church in the presbytery reports 
an increase in additions on profession of 
faith over the preceding year. 
green with 45 additions led the presby- 
tery and was closely followed by Mc- 
Lemore and Highland Heights with 41 
professions each. 


Southwestern Continues to 
Make News in Synod 


Ever- 


A number of factors keep South- 





High School Course 


Many Finish in 2 Years 





Go as rapidly as 


entrance exams. Standard H. 8. texts supplied. Diploma, 
Credit for H. S. subjects Caan yl Cy omen 
desired. High school ed i 








our time and abilities permit. Course 
equivalent te real lent school work — prepares for college 


ingle Subjects if 









awed life. Be a High School erpden 
ee Bulletin on request. No obligation. 


AmericanSchool, Dept F-594 Drexel at 58th, Chicago 37 


te. Start your training now. 







‘or 
in business and industry and socially. Don't be handicapped all 





WESTMINSTER COLLEGE 


A Presbyterian College for Men 

Nearly a century of proved ability to 
meet current needs and retain the 
values of a liberal education that is 
Christian. 


Thoroughness in Instruction 
Friendliness on the Campus 
Sound Personal Guidance 
Returning veterans invited to write: 
Dr. Williams M. Mitchell, Chairman 


Veterans’ Counselling Committee 
For general information write: 


F. L. McCluer, President 
WESTMINSTER COLLEGE 


Falton, Missouri 














THERE IS MORE FOOD VALUE PER PENNY IN YOUR 
BOTTLE OF MILK THAN IN ANY OTHER SINGLE FOOD 


Virginia Dairy Company 


‘‘The Home of Better Milk’’ 








T. Garnett Tabb 


General 
1101 Hast Main Street, Richmond, 





Thos. W. Brockenbrough 


Stuart Ragland 


Tabb, Brockenbrough & Ragland 


Insurance 


Virginia Phone 23-0546 
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western in the spotlight. The student 
body enrollment of 675 is the largest in 
history. The endowment campaign for 
$2,000,000 to claim a half million from 
the General Education Board must be 
completed by the end of the year with 
one-half million yet to be raised. 
Memphis has opened the general cam- 
paign with good prospects of complet- 
ing its quota of $1,000,000. The col- 
lege will make its resources available 
to laymen and ministers in this area of 
the South in an Institute of Religion 
June 4-7. Among the distinguished re- 
ligious thinkers who will participate in 
the Institute will be William F. Al- 
bright, Edwin Lewis, and Julius y, 
Moldenhawer, 


Miscellany 

At its spring meeting Nashville Pres- 
bytery passed an overture asking the 
General Assembly to establish a central 
committee to study and to integrate the 
total program of the church. . Three 
hundred young people attended the 
Memphis Young People’s Rally at Idle- 
wild. Otis L. Graham, minister of Glen 
Leven Church, Nashville, was the prin- 
cipal speaker. . . Inspirational meet- 
ings for Presbyterian men have been 
held in all the presbyteries of the synod 
with S. J. (“‘Jap’’) Patterson, Jr., as 
the key speaker. . . Nashville Pres- 
byterians have unified their local settle- 
ment work, which has been carried on 
in the past by independent groups, 
under one board made up of representa- 
tives of all the city churches. A greatly 
expanded program of community houses 
is planned. Attention of the 
churches of Nashville has been directed 
toward the entertainment of over 2,000 
Presbyterian young people who are ex- 
pected to attend the quadrennial con- 
vention on world missions next Decem- 
ber. Walter R. Courtenay, minister of 
the First Church, is chairman of the 
committee making arrangements. 

JOHN H. LEITH. 
Nashville, Tenn. 


Additions to R. E. Field 
Staff Are Announced 


Two more additions to the field staff 
of the Assembly’s religious education 
committee, in addition to one reported 
in these columns last week, have been 
announced by W. Norman Cook, direc- 
tor of the committee’s field program. 
These appointments will bring trained 
religious education leadership for the 
first time to Snedecor Memorial Synod 
and to Texas-Mexican Presbytery. L. W. 
Bottoms, pastor of the Grace church, 
Louisville, Ky., a nominee of Snedecor 
Synod itself though he is not a member 
of that synod, began on May 1 his serv- 
ice of this area on a part-time basis. Mr. 
Bottoms will also continue to be pastor 
of the Louisville church. 


Beatrice Fernandez, a native of 


Mexico and former teacher in the Pres- 


Mex School for Girls, graduating this 
year 


from the Assembly’s Training 
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School, will give her full time to the 
religious education program of Texas- 
Mexican Presbytery, beginning in the 
early summer. 

Jack B. McMichael, who goes to the 
directorship for the Synod of Georgia 
on June 1, was reported here last week. 
His office will be at the First church, 
Macon. The new location of LeRoy P. 
Burney who has been serving South 
Carolina and Georgia, but who will now 
serve only South Carolina, has not been 
announced. 


Dr. Myers to Speak on CBS 


‘On Mother’s Day Broadcast 


Mother’s Day speaker over the Church 
of the Air, May 12, will be Charles F. 
Myers, former pastor of the _ First 
church, Greensboro, N. C. Dr. Myers 
will be heard over the Columbia Broad- 
casting System at 9:30 A. M. (EST). 


Overture (Others, page 4) 


Against Polls—Southwest Georgia 
Presbytery overtures: “Inasmuch as a 
presbytery would readily frown upon 
the action of a local church which 
should undertake to poll the sentiment 
of the congregation on a question of 
vital concern to that church by any 
other method than that of the regularly 
constituted congregational meeting; 

“And inasmuch as this same prin- 
ciple, enlarged to the proportion of Gen- 
eral Assembly interests, in an attempt 
to poll an opinion of the church on a 
question of vital concern to the church 
as a whole, would involve the serious 
danger of voicing an opinion that would, 
almost unavoidably, be partial, biased, 
and possibly prejudiced in some degree; 

“And inasmuch as there are grave 
doubts in the minds of some as to both 
the wisdom and the legality of such 
methods of polling the sentiment of the 
church on vital questions; 

“And inasmuch as the Constitution of 
the Presbyterian Church, US, provides 
for an adequate procedure through 
which the church as a whole may give 
full legal expression to its convictions 
on questions of vital concern; 

“Therefore the Presbytery of South- 
west Georgia respectfully overtures the 
General Assembly to pronounce upon 
both the wisdom and the constitutional 
legality of any agency, organ, or group 
to attempt to poll the sentiment of the 
church upon any question of vital con- 
cern by any other method than that of 
the legal procedure provided by our 
form of Presbyterian government.” 





GREENBRIER 
COLLEGE 


Two years college prepara- 
tory and two years stan- 
dard college work. Founded 
1812. Art, Music, Dramatic 
Art, Secretarial. Excep- 
tional social, recreational 
advantages. Modern fire- 
proof dormitory. 


FRENCH W. THOMPSON, PRESIDENT 
Dept. PO, Lewisburg, West Virginia 
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1849—AUSTIN COLLEGE—1946 


SHERMAN, TEXAS 
A Strong Liberal Arts College Dedicated to the extension of the Church 
through Christian Education. You are invited to share in its work. 


W. B. GUERRANT, President. 








Liberal Arts, Coeducational, Presbyterian. Ac- 
credited by Association of American Univer- 
sities, Southern Association, National Associa- 
tion of Schools of Music, American Association 
of University Women, American Medical As- 
sociation, etc. Charges average $200 per sem- 
ester for tuition, fees, room, board. Address 


RALPH WALDO LLOYD, President 


- Maryville, Tennessee 


Maryville 
College 


Founded 1819 











QUEENS COLLEGE 


Charlotte, N. C. 


Believes in 
Physical health, knowing that a 
well-developed, sound body is the de- 
sirable habitation for the fine soul 
and the strong intellect. 


Dr. Hunter B. Blakely, President 











1837 1946 


DAVIDSON COLLEGE 


Davidson, North Carolina 
Early enrollment urged for Summer and Fall Terms 
First preference given to veterans who are former Davidson students. 
Qualified civilian students who would ordinarily attend Davidson will 
receive special consideration 


F. W. HENGEVELD, REGISTRAR 








1776 HAMPDEN-SYDNEY COLLEGE 1946 


Hampden-Sydney, Virginia 
FOUNDED TO ESTABLISH SOUND LEARNING AND TO 
PRESERVE SPIRITUAL FREEDOM. 
HISTORIC RECORD OF CONTINUOUS EDUCATIONAL 
SERVICE 
TODAY HER GRADUATES ARE RECOGNIZED LEADERS 
IN MANY FIELDS 


EDGAR G. GAMMON, President 








SOUTHWESTERN 


The College of the Mississippi Valley 
MEMPHIS, TENNESSEE 


At Southwestern, ‘‘Education is more than a fact-finding ex- 
perience, it is a life-building process.”’ 


For information and literature address 
The Registrar. 
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ACCIDENT and SURGICAL 


FEES INSURANCE 


Our Policies are the most liberal'and comprehensive 
obtainable, clear cut and free from technicalities. 


That's why more than 160,000 have been sold in 
Virginia alone. 


NORTH AMERICA ASSURANCE 


of Virginia, Incorporated 
LICENSED AND SUPERVISED BY VIRGINIA BUREAU OF INSURANCE 


Home Office 
1300 W. Main St., Richmond 20, Va. 


“VIRGINIA’'S LEADING HOSPITALIZATION COMPANY” 











When the 


PRESIDENT 
Goes to Church 







FIRSTHAND REPORT on President 
Truman going fo church—in the 


May issue of the WAY magazine 
includes 16-page PICTURE STORY with full-page portrait of the President and 


his pledge to God and the American people: “I ask only to be a good and faithful 
servant of my Lord and my people.” Also a complete report from Washington 
Correspondent Larston Farrar, on “Going to Church with the President.” Now, 
the WAY Magazine invites you to accept this story included in the May issue FREE. 

























30 — Like These THE CHURCH MAGAZINE FOR EVERYBODY 

in each | Interdenominational and nonsectarian, the WAY reports 
ae Toy, the worldwide march of the Church. When the President 
@ New Day in 


Goes to Church is only one of the 30 articles, picture 
stories, features and reports in the 100 pages of the May 
WAY Magazine. Enjoy 30 pages of pictures . . . 4 beau- 
tiful colors .. . art drawings . . . 16 pages of informative 
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@ Lutheran Hour Goes Global 

@ Chinese Church Dagigation 
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FOR YOUR LIFE news digests. Don’t miss its book digests and inspira- 
S Yeo con be Ses tional articles which help you solve your problems. 


@ How to Enjoy Living ‘ 


ROUND THE WORLD REPORT 
@ United Stotes 
z 


READ THE WAY AT OUR RISK 


You can read the WAY on trial without obligation. Re- 
turn coupon below with $2 (subscription rate for one 
year). We enter your subscription for 14 months. Read 
May and June issues FREE. If dissatisfied, cancel your 


@ Redio World subscription and we will refund $2. 

3 Fin vo TWO MONTHS FREE WITH TRIAL SUBSCRIPTION 
oYouh wos You read May and June. If you decide within ten days 
800K —— after receiving June issue that 12 months of the WAY 


is not worth $2, just cancel your subscription. Complete 
refund guaranteed. You can’t lose. Try it! Send cou- 
“pon with $2 arid get your first free issue NOW. 


@ World's Strongest Weapon 
@ Firs of the Lord 


MANY SPECIAL FEATURES 
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2 mHEWAT MAGAZINE.» Dept. PO-4 
7 330 SOUTH W’ . 
Special Offer Please enter my subscription for 14 oe on trial 
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a cancel my subscription, you will refund my money. 
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MINISTERIAL 
MENTION 


CHAPLAINS 

J. D. Phillips, formerly at Atlantic 
Beach, Fla., is to supply the pulpit of 
the First church, Tuscaloosa, Ala., for 
the summer. 

Walter P. Baldwin is now serving as 
assistant pastor of the First church, Co- 
lumbia, S. C., living at 1627 College 
Street. 








CHANGES 


T. M. Howze, Jr., formerly at Darien, 
Ga., is now to be addressed at Box 161, 
Route 3, Newberry, S. C., where he is 
pastor of the Smyrna and Little River- 
Dominick churches. 

D. P. McGeachy, Sr., from Clearwater, 
Fla., to Cnocmoran, Montreat, N. C., 
May 15. 

Roy L. McCown, formerly at Throck- 
morton, Texas, igs the new pastor of the 
Springhill, La., church. 

William Arnold, Austin Seminary 
senior, will become pastor of the San 
Saba, Texas, church, upon his gradua- 
tion this month, 

W. Paul Holler, of Cleveland Presby- 
tery, USA, is serving as temporary 
supply minister of the Cape Fear 
church, Wilmington, N. C. 

Oo. L. Stayton, York, Ala., has assumed 
his new duties as pastor of the Fairfield 
church, Birmingham, 

M. O. Cockerham, Reform, Ala., has 
become pastor of the Northside church, 
Gadsden, Ala. 

James V. Cobb, formerly at Louis- 
ville, Miss., is now pastor of the Caro- 
lina and Philadelphia, Miss., churches. 

W. E. Orndoff, Prospect, Va., is to 
serve the Rockfish, Cove and Riverside 
churches. He will live at Greenfield, 
Va. 

Robert King, formerly of Johnson 
City, Tenn., who has been serving the 
Mocksville, N. C., church in Winston- 
Salem Presbytery was received as a 
member of that presbytery recently. 

W. E. Garrett, formerly of the Presby- 
tery of S. W. Florida, USA, is the new 
pastor of the Miami Beach church. 

M. S. Avery, formerly in Tampa, is 
now serving the Key West, Fla., church. 

John E. Abbott is pastor of the Uleta, 
Fla., church. Dr. Abbott was formerly 
at Sarasota, 

D. OC. Bartges is serving the LeJeune 
church in Miami. 


CANDIDATES 

Charles B. Fraser of the Ridglea 
church, Ft. Worth, was received as a 
candidate for the ministry under the 
care of Mid-Texas Presbytery at its 
recent meeting. 

Roger Edward Williams of the Tusca- 
loosa, Ala., church, has been received 
under the care of his presbytery as a 
candidate for the ministry. 
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BIBLE STUDY 





THE PRESBYTERIAN OUTLOOK 


A Friend Whe Learned to Believe 


By ERNEST TRICE THOMPSON 
SUNDAY SCHOOL LESSON FOR MAY 19 


John 11:7-8, 16; 20:24-29. 


“‘Doubting Thomas’ we call him. 
There is a sneer of scorn in our voices 
as we speak the words. A doubter is 
always a disturbing element in an at- 
mosphere of faith. We are impatient 
toward questioners. We dislike stub- 
porn demands for more information. 
We prefer the quick and ready assent 
of the temperamental affirmers. So we 
speak his name with an incriminating 
adjective attached, and we pass him by 
with sophisticated aloofness—‘Doubting 
Thomas.’’”’ (Bernard C, Clausen in Pen 
Portraits of the Twelve). 

Three of the four narratives of Jesus’ 
life merely name this disciple. He 
appears in the lists of the Twelve and 
gains no further mention. What we 
know of him we learn from incidental 
references in the fourth Gospel. Here 
he appears consistently as a _ hard- 
headed, insistent skeptic. As Alexander 
Maclaren says, in every case he appears 
as mainly under the dominion of sense, 
as slow to apprehend anything beyond 
its limits. Because of these very defects, 
however, or it may be because of these 
virtues, he is a man who reflects many 
of the attitudes of our own day, a man 
with whom the church is called on in 
increasing measure to deal. We are 
really thankful therefore that our lesson 
committee has given us this lesson on 
“A Friend Who Learned to Believe.” 

Read John 11:7-8, 14-16. Was 
Thomas’ pessimism justified? What do 
his words reveal as to his attitude 
toward Jesus? What was the secret of 
his courage? How do you picture 
Thomas? What sort of a voice, a face? 

Read John 14:1-8. Picture yourself 
a member of the group listening to the 
beautiful words of Jesus? Do you think 
you would have welcomed Thomas’ in- 
terruption? Did Jesus appear to resent 
it? 

Read John 20:24-29. Do you suppose 
the disciples approved of Thomas’ skep- 
tical attitude? How do you suppose 
they dealt with him? Was Thomas’ 
doubt justified? Do you think Jesus 
meant to rebuke Thomas for his skepti- 
cism? 

I. Pessimistic, 11:7-8, 14-16 

Word was brought to Jesus that his 
beloved friend Lazarus was grievously 
sick, and that his sisters, Mary and 
Martha were longing for his presence. 
Jesus waited for two days considering 
the issues involved. Then’ he proposed 
to his disciples that they go with him 
again into Judea. The disciples remem- 
bered that Jesus on his last trip to that 
vicinity had been stoned (10:31). They 
knew that his enemies were waiting for 
the chance to renew the attack. They 


were nonplussed therefore that he 
should even consider a return. ‘‘Master,”’ 
they said, “the Jews were trying to 
stone you there only the other day; 
surely you are not going back?”’ 

Jesus replied that he must do his 
Father’s work while it was day, regard- 
less of the danger. The disciples were 
at a loss to understand him, Thomas 
was just as much at sea as the rest of 
them. But he felt that Jesus’ proposed 
action meant danger for the whole 
group. “It means danger for us all,” 
he said. This blunt announcement, this 
pessimistic outlook, certainly did not 
make the other disciples any more 
cheerful. Perhaps Jesus suggested that 
they might remain behind. But that 
was not in accordance with Thomas’ 
mind. ‘‘Let us go, too,’ he said; ‘“‘let 
us die along with him.” Thomas was 
not convinced that his Master was act- 
ing wisely; he doubted the wisdom of 
his action, nonetheless there was no 
diminution in his love. He loved him 
enough to die with him, even though 
he could not understand his motives. 

Thomas was pessimistic, he expected 
the worst; as events proved, he was un- 
duly pessimistic, so far, that is, as this 
particular trip was concerned, and yet 
in the end he was this far right, that 
Jesus’ enemies did accomplish his death. 
But his courage attracts us. As Dr. 
Clausen writes: ‘“‘Here was a man who 
sensed danger, who refused to discount 
peril, who would not deceive his mind 
with sunny hope, who anticipated death, 
and who yet was willing to go. If this 
be doubt, God give us more of it. The 
only real courage senses oncoming pain 
and deliberately challenges it. We have 
enough laughing spirits who do not 
know what pain is, bright Pollyannas 
of a spiritual glad game which degene- 
rates into meaningless nonsense. We 
have an oversupply of craven souls who 
count the price of devotion and weakly 
confess that they dare not promise to 
pay. But God give us men who know 
the tragedy, who taste the bitterness 
with quivering senses, who lift the cup, 
who give thanks, and who drink it to 
the last burning dregs. God give us 
men who take up his cross and follow 
him, unafraid.” 

Napier tells us about a young officer 
riding into his first battle with pale 
face and trembling hand, when a com- 
panion looking at him, said, ‘‘Why, 
man, you’re pale; you’re afraid!” “I 
know I am,” he quietly rejoined, ‘‘and 
if you were half as much afraid as I am 
you would run away.” When Welling- 
ton saw a man turned pale as he 

marched up to a battery, he said, “That 
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is a brave man. He knows his danger, 
and faces it notwithstanding.” 

Thomas may not have been intellectu- 
ally convinced, but he was loyally de- 
voted to his Master. ‘‘Many an earnest 
soul,’”’ says Richard D. Dodge, “groping 
its way through the darkness of intel- 
lectual certainty, unable to comprehend 
the meaning of much that is native to 
the religious life, incapable of accept- 
ing many of the articles contained in 
the doctrinal statements of the 
churches, has nevertheless proved its 
deep allegiance to the Christ and his 
cause.”’ Christ has no rebuke for the 
disciple who is uncertain, who fears, 
who doubts, but who nevertheless loves 
him, and is willing to follow where he 
leads. Is it possible for one to have 
intellectual difficulties regarding any or 
all of the fundamental teachings of 
Christianity, and still be a genuine 
Christian? Can one honestly doubt and 
still be loyal to Jesus? Can one differ 
with much that he has been taught 
about religion and still be devoted to 
Christ? 


II. Questioning, Jno, 14:5-8 


It was Thursday evening, the day 
before the crucifixion. Jesus was eat- 
ing the last supper with his disciples. 
He had spoken to them of his imminent 
departure. The disciples were troubled. 
Then Jesus spoke to them those glorious 
words, as familiar and dear as any in 
the story: “Let not your heart be 
troubled; ye believe in God, believe also 
in me. In my Father’s house are many 
mansions: if it were not so, I would 
have told you. I go to prepare a place 
for you. And if I go and prepare a 
place for you, I will come again and re- 
ceive you unto myself; that where I am, 
there ye may be also. And whither [I 
go ye know, and the way ye know.” 

Then another voice broke in, inter- 
rupting the Master, the voice of Thomas. 
“Lord,” he said, ‘‘we do not know where 
you are going, and how are we to know 
the way?” It seems to us that Thomas 
was very dull of understanding, but at 
least he was honest, and so he was will- 
ing as few of us are to confess ignor- 
ance. “His slow mind could not follow 
the Savior, Perhaps he was thinking 
of the kingdom on earth, which the 
Messiah would set up by delivering the 
Jews from the Romans, a conception of 
Christ’s mission so deeply rooted in the 
disciples’ minds. That kingdom would 
have Jerusalem as its capital, so where 
would the Messiah be going?” 

Dr. Clausen pictures the disciples 
pushing forward with impatient com- 
plaints, as the lovely music of Jesus’ 
wondrous words is stopped by the harsh 
interjection of Thomas, He sees them 
elbowing away the offender, urging a 
postponement of questions until some 
less sacred time. And very likely it did 
happen thus. But if so their attitude 
was not shared by Jesus. “Without a 
shadow of disappointment, he pauses 
and proceeds gently to answer, with ful- 
ness of sympathetic understanding, the 





14 


frank query of the doubting one. He 
would not go on until the doubt had 
been cleared up. He refused to consider 
himself as free to proceed until that 
knotted brow had been smoothed, and 
those eyes confessed with their flicker 
of light that the hard point had been 
made clear. And we who resent the 
question sometimes fail to observe that 
the answer which it evoked is the most 
precious verse in all the precious chap- 
ter; that without someone to interpose 
a query, the finest gem in all this heap 
of jewels might never have been ours.” 

“Honest questions,’”’ says Edward A. 
George, “candid expressions of igno- 
rance, often bring light, The unques- 
tioning spirit is sometimes only the re- 
sult of superficiality. The faith which 
does not pretend to believe things it 
does not believe but which with incisive 
mind probes down to the deep things 
of God is the faith which honors Chris- 
tianity. Jesus had many things which 
they did not understand; and the candid 
questions of Thomas the Doubter 
brought to them all many an answer 
of illumination. Confession of faith is 
a duty,” but there are times when it 
helps to raise questions. And if we ask 
our questions, honestly desiring an 
answer, they will lead us into a fuller 
knowledge of the truth. 

Do you think we should encourage 
immature Christians—and mature 
Christians—to ask questions about 
Christian truth or should we teach them 
simply to accept the truth ag it is handed 
down? How should we deal with ques- 
tions when they come? What should 
we do with the questions that come to 
our own mind? Where and how should 
we seek an answer? Suppose there are 
questions that we cannot answer fully 
now; what then? 


Ill. Doubting, 28:24-29 


On Friday Jesus was crucified; all day 
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Saturday his body was in the grave; 
early Sunday morning he arose. That 
same day he appeared to Mary Magda- 
lene, to the women, to Simon Peter, to 
two disciples on the road to Emmaus, 
finally to ten of the disciples gathered 
together in the Upper Room. Thomas 
however was not a member of the group. 
Why? We cannot be sure, but we have 
learned to know Thomas, and we sur- 
mise that the impression produced on 
him by the death of his Master was one 
of the most profound discouragement. 
“T told him so,’”’ is no doubt what he 
said, His absence on the first day may 
have had some relation to this bitter 
feeling. This is confirmed, Godet sug- 
gests, by the manner in which he re- 
ceives the testimony of his brethren. 
There is tenacity even in the form of 
his words. ‘Unless I see his hands with 
the mark of the nails, and put my 
fingers where the nails were and put 
my hands into his side, I refuse to be- 
lieve’ this.”’ These were his words 
(Moffatt’s translation). We can almost 
see the disciples’ indignation. They 
blamed him for his careless absence. 
They flouted him for his lack of faith. 
They branded him as a heretic for his 
hesitation. 

Not so Jesus. A week later the dis- 
ciples were together again, and Thomas 
was with them. Though the doors were 
closed, Jesus entered and stood among 
them, saying, ‘‘Peace be with you.” As 
kindly and gently as ever he made him- 
self known to the hesitant Thomas. 
“Here are my torn hands,” he said, 
“here is the wound in my side. You can 
plunge your hand into its gaping 
fissures, and be not faithless, but be- 
lieving.” 

Do the words imply a mild rebuke? 
No. We are deceived by a false trans- 
lation. Jesus said, “Do not become 
faithless, but become believing.”’ You 
are not lost upon the desert of faithless- 
ness, you who ask proof, You have 
every right to ask your questions and 
require your evidence. Your peril lies 
not in your inability to assent, but in 
your inability to go in the direction of 
your ideals without faith. Faith is 
knowledge plus courage. You ask for 
knowledge. You may have it. You 
must now add to knowledge, courage; 
in order to have faith. You are at the 
branching of the roads. Along one way 
lies faithlessness, along the other belief. 
Take the road that involves courage. 

“Then Thomas, the doubter, met upon 
the very grounds of his doubt, over- 
whelmed to find Jesus unwilling to 
shrink from examination; conquered by 
the Lord’s aggressive demand that he be 
submitted to every possible test, did not 
reach forth his hand, did not touch with 
his fingers, but humbly satisfied, con- 
fessed himself conquered by the honest 
submission of Jesus.””’ He did more, 
rising by a single bound from the lowest 
degree of faith to the highest, he pro- 
claimed the divinity of his Master in a 
more categorical expression than all 
those which had ever come from the 


MAY 13, 1946 


lips of any of his fellow-believers, “My 
Lord and my God!” 

Then said Jesus, ‘““‘Thomas, thou hast 
seen me and believed. Happy are they 
who have not seen and yet will believe,” 
“This was no studied rebuke of incredy. 
lity. This was no attempt to classify 
Thomas as among the unhappy be 
lievers, This was a challenge to the 
honest witnessing of a convinced mai, 
And a command to spread the news of 
Christ’s fearlessness among those who 
might never see him. Thomas had bee 
convinced. May there be many who 
will find like conviction through the un. 
compromising loyalty of the satisfied 
doubter. Go, tell doubters everywhere, 
that Jesus is not afraid of dangers for. 
seen, not afraid of honest questions sin- 
cerely broached, not afraid of the ut 
most scrutiny from any mind.” 

From that scene went Thomas, ready 
to be faithful to his trust. We catch 
our last glimpse of him waiting there 
in the Upper Room for the power of the 
Spirit. According to tradition he labored 
in Parthia and Persia and finally in 
India, dying at the Jast a martyr’s death 
for the Master who has conquered his 
doubt. 

Almost all young people pass through 
a period of religious doubt. It isa 
questioning age. What would Jesus do! 
“Resent the cool cruelty of probing in- 
vestigation? Call every suggestion of 
danger a conservative danger? Brush 
aside every honest question with a show 
of impatient disdain? Call sincere 
inquiry a lack of faith and brand it as 
sin? No. We can be sure that as he 
was toward Thomas, so he would be 
toward us. Predicating every danger, 
he would be glad when we counted the 
cost and fearlessly paid it; pausing for 
every query, he would not go on uttil 
every tangle had been smoothed away; 
opening himself to every examination 
he would take science by storm.” 

Christ deliberately complies witb 
every legitimate demand for proof. I 
the nature of the case, mathematical 
proof cannot be offered, for we are no 
dealing with mathematics; strict scien 
tific proof cannot alweys be offered, fo 
we are not dealing with science, Bu 
the Christian documents can stand th 
most rigid historical criticism and have; 
and Christ’s promises have been cor 
firmed in the experience of believer 
The gospel is tested in life. 

What do we mean by doubt? ‘Whi 
causes doubts today? It is sometime 
said that sin is at the basis of al 
doubts? Do you think this is true? 0 
is there a period of life when the mini 
is naturally prone to doubt? Does sit 
or a low moral standard, ever lie at th 
root of doubt? Can a man know th 
truth if he is unwilling to do God! 
will? What should be the attitude d 
the individual Christian toward one wi 
honestly doubts? What should be tb 
attitude of the church toward  sucb! 
Should one allow his intellectual dif 
culties to deprive him of tke rich ble 
ings of fellowship with Christ? 
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Letters to the Editors 





Affirmation Held to Be Liberalizing Attack 





Discusses Lingle Article 
To the Editors: 


In distinction from the interpretation 
of the Auburn Affirmation as only a con- 
stitutional protest (April 8), I shall sum- 
marize my reasons for holding that the 
Affirmation was a part of “the liberal” 
attack upon the supernatural Christ, de- 
signed to open the doors of Presbyterian 
ordination to men who do not accept the 
pre-existent deity, the virgin birth, the 
substitutionary atonement, or the bodily 
resurrection of Christ. (1) The trouble 
in the USA Church did not begin with the 
enunciation of “the five points,” but with 
the acts of New York Presbytery in re- 
ceiving men who did not accept one or 
more of these above-mentioned doctrines. 
The Assembly declared the five points to 
be among the doctrines necessary for or- 
dination to stop this practice, and there 
was no protest against the action of the 
Assembly of 1910 or 1916 in so doing. (2) 
When the Assembly of 1925 condemned 
New York Presbytery for licensing two 
candidates who could not accept the vir- 
gin birth it did so not on the ground of 
“the five points,” but on the ground of 
the first ordination vow. Nevertheless, Dr. 
Coffin in behalf of his presbytery publicly 
declared this act null and void and other 
Affirmationists threatened to split the As- 
sembly if the decision were enforced. (3) 
When our 1939 Declaratory Act interpret- 
ing the ordination vows exclusively in the 
language of the Standards came before the 
USA Assembly as the Cedar Rapids Over- 
ture (1941), Dr, Coffin as chairman of the 
Committee on Bills and Overtures entirely 
re-wrote the overture. As he changed it, 
the overture declared that the USA minis- 
try were sound in the faith and did not 
require them to accept the doctrines to 
which our action obligates our ministers. 
(4) Dr. Coffin’s writings do not substan- 
tiate his claim that he con amore accepts 
the Confession of Faith but present many 
and grievous contrasts to the doctrines of 
the confession. (5) The current USA 
“Liberal” attack upon the ordination vows 
of our church as they are printed in the 
Plan of Reunion shows that this group is 
determined to open the way for men who 
do not accept the supernatural Christ to 
continue in high place in a united Church. 
The Tribune has sharply objected to the 
promise of a minister to notify his pres- 
bytery if he finds himself out of accord 
with the faith. We greatly regret to note 
that the Joint Committee has agreed to 
this “liberal” objection and changed the 
ordination vows of the Plan of Union to 
suit the “liberal” objectors. 

Moreover, both the Auburn Affirmation 
and Dr. Lingle’s article treat the second 
ordination vow without considering its 
relation to the first vow. Because one ac- 
cepts the Scriptures as the Word of God 
the only infallible rule of faith and prac- 
tice, therefore the second vow means that 
the one ordained accepts the Westmin- 
ster system of doctrine as being the true 
doctrine and his own doctrine. In one 
Paragraph the Auburn Affirmation four 
times stigmatizes the virgin birth, the 
bodily resurrection and the substitution- 
ary atonement as theories. Dr. Lingle has 
cited only one of these four sentences. 
When the four assertions are read to- 
Sether it is seen that the Affirmation 
treats these great facts of the faith as 
“certain theories,” as “particular theories,” 
as “not the only theories allowed,” and as 
“whatever theories they may employ,” and 
so does markedly minimize their doctrinal 
truth and importance. The purpose of the 


Assemblies which passed “the five points” 
was to make these facts and truths stand 
as necessary for ordination, the purpose 
of the Affirmation was that they should 
not stand as necessary for ordination. 
With the Auburn Affirmation and their 
other acts the “liberals” have opened the 
door of USA ministry to men who do not 
accept the Virgin Birth (Minutes of USA 
Assembly, 1925), who do not accept the 
pre-existent diety of Christ (Liberal 
Theology An Appraisal), who do not ac- 
cept the objectivity or the historicity of 
his resurrection (The Tribune, March 80, 
*39), who do not accept the doctrine that 
the forgiveness of sins comes to us 
through the redemption which is in Christ 
Jesus whom God set forth a propitiation 
(The Meaning of the Cross, pp. 118-121). 
WM. C. ROBINSON. 

Decatur, Ga. 


‘Rural Life Sunday 


To the Editors: 
Rural Life Sunday is observed by most 


of the denominations the fifth Sunday 
after Easter. The Presbyterian Church, 
US, has adopted the third Sunday in May, 
or some other Sunday convenient to the 
local church. This avoids conflict with 
Foreign Mission Sunday, Mother’s Day, 
and school commencement exercises. 
There are urgent reasons why all con- 
gregations, both urban and rural, should 
observe a day of prayer for people who 
till the, soil, sow the seed, reap the har- 
vest, and gather the treasures from the 
earth and sea. These are the people who 
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through God's blessing on their labors 
produce the food, fabric, and fuel] to feed, 
clothe, and bless the peoples of the world. 

Due to the distressing conditions fol- 
lowing the war, all Christians should pray 
for God’s blessing on the people whose 
toil contributes most to a peaceful and 
happy social order. 

A program with suggestions for the ob- 
servance of Rural Life Sunday has been 
prepared by the Town and Country Church 
Committee of the Home Missions Council. 
Single copies are 3c each; 100 copies $1.00. 
Write for these to Dr. Benson Y. Landis, 
297 Fourth Ave., New York 10, N. Y. 

HENRY W. McLAUGHLIN. 





Richmond. 
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Hundreds of young men and women in 
Presbyterian Churches are anxious for a college edu- 
cation, but lack the financial means to enable them 
to acquire this additional preparation for helping 
their Church and their country. 


Our colleges annually receive applications for 
scholarships from hundreds of boys and girls who 
are worthy of this help. This country needs more 
Christian leaders. May our colleges look to you for 
money to help pay the tuition and living expenses 
of these young people while they are being trained 
to take larger places in Church and state? 

Perhaps your children have moved on to homes 
of their own; your income continues. The govern- 
ment says that 15% of your income is not too much 
to give to worthy causes. Why not this year help our 
Presbyterian Colleges to educate others by making a 
special contribution to the Scholarship Funds of these 
schools in addition to your usual gifts? 


Any of the educational institutions listed on this 
page will be glad to discuss with you also the possi- 
bility of building additional much-needed facilities 
for the students who flock to their campuses. Why 
not erect a suitable memorial to a son or brother 
lost in the war? 

Write any college president or Rev. W. H. Boggs, D.D., 


410 Urban Building, Louisville 2, Kentucky 
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Presbyterian Educational Institutions 
(Listed in order of establishment) 


1. Controlled by the Synods 


COLLEGES 
Hampden-Sydney Colleget (1775), Hampden-Sydney, Va. 
Centre Collegett (1819) . . « Danville, Ky. 
Davidson Colleget (1836) Davidson, N. C. 
Southwestern* (1848) Memphis, Tenn. 
Austin College* (1849) Sherman, Texas 
Westminster Colleget (1851) Fulton, Mo. 
Queens Collegef (1857) Charlotte, N. C. 
King College* (1867) Bristol, Tenn. 
Arkansas College* (1872) Batesville, Ark. 
Presbyterian College* (1880) Clinton, S. C. 
Belhaven Colleget (1894) Jackson, Miss. 
Flora Macdonald Colleget (1896) . Red Springs, N. C. 
Davis and Elkins College* (1904) . Elkins, W. Va. 
Montreat Colleget (1916) Montreat, N. C. 


JUNIOR COLLEGES 
Mitchell College* (1856) 
Peace College} (1857) Raleigh, N. C. 
Lees Junior College* (1884) .-. Jackson, Ky. 
Lees-McRae College* (1900) ... Banner Elk, N. C. 
Schreiner Institute* (1923) .... Kerrville, Texas 
Presbyterian Junior Colleget (1928) . . Maxton, N.C. 


THEOLOGICAL SEMINARIES 
Union Theological Seminary (1812) . . Richmond, Va. 
Columbia Theological Seminary (1828) . Decatur, Ga. 
Louisville Theological Seminary (1853) Louisville, Ky. 
Austin Theological Seminary (1902) . . Austin, Texas 


2. Affiliated Presbyterian Colleges 


Mary Baldwin College} (1842) 
Agnes Scott Colleget (1889) 


Statesville, N. C. 


Staunton, Va. 
Decatur, Ga. 


3. Controlled by the General Assembly 


General Assembly’s Training 
School (1914) 
*Coed t{Women tMen 


Richmond, Va. 
ttAfiliated 


THE COMMITTEE OF CHRISTIAN EDUCATION OF THE PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH IN THE UNITED STATES 








